
 

 

The Sole purpose of this publication is to promote God’s message of  
Salvation through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrection of the            

 Lord Jesus Christ. Additional free literature is available upon request. 

 

Who was Saint Patrick? 
Written by Donald Maconaghie 

(Editor’s note:We have this tract in English and Spanish) 
 

   Patrick was a saint in the biblical sense. Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians1:2; 2 Corinthians 
1:2; Ephesians 1:1; etc., etc. He was also a great Bible-quoting preacher of the Gospel. In 
fact, it was said of him that he was a “man of one Book.” He never appealed to any creed, 
Pope or council; but in his writings, brief as they are, no fewer than 113 passages of  
Scripture are either quoted or mentioned.  
 
   Taken as a slave to Ireland from his native Britain as a lad of sixteen, he was made to 
tend the flocks of his pagan Irish master on the rugged mountain of Slemish.  
   Amidst the solitude of his captivity, he was gloriously converted—calling upon the 
Lord. Providentially, he later was enabled to escape his slavery and find his way home to 
be with his family in Britain again.  
   The Lord called him, however, to go back to Ireland with the message of salvation 
through faith in the Lord Jesus. This he did faithfully and today he is known around the 
world as the man who brought the Gospel to Ireland.  
 

   But let us hear from the great missionary himself: 
 

“I, Patrick, A Sinner” 
 

   These are the words he used to commence his letter which he refers to as:  “This is my 
confession before I die.” He understood the Scriptures: “All have sinned and come short 
of the Glory of God” Romans 3:23.  
   “I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me” Psalm 51:5.  
 

But He Was Converted  
 
   “The Lord opened the sense of my unbelief that I might remember my sins and be  
converted with all my heart to the Lord my God.” 
   “Hence I cannot be silent about the great benefits and the great Grace which the Lord 
has deigned to bestow upon me.”  
   “I was like a stone lying in the deep mire; and He that is Mighty came and in His mercy 
lifted me up.” 
 

So Patrick’s Great Desire Then Was To Profess The Lord   
and All His Wonders. 

 
   “Hence I cannot be silent— because there is no other God, nor ever was, nor will be, 
than God the Father unbegotten, without beginning, from whom is all beginning,  
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from whom is all beginning, the Lord of the universe, as we have been taught; and His Son, Jesus 
Christ, whom we declare to have always been with the Father — by Him are all things made, visible 
and invisible. He was made man and, having defeated death, was received into Heaven by the Father; 
and He hath given Him all power over all names in heaven, on earth and under the earth and every 
tongue shall confess to Him that Jesus Christ is Lord and God, in whom we believe, and whose  
advent we expect soon to be judge of the living and the dead.”  
   Notice he followed what has been called the ABC’s of Salvation: 

A      Admit your Sin to God 

 B      Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ alone for  salvation: altogether 
apart from good works, sacraments,  

the Church etc. 

C    Confess Him before others    
    
   We invite you to do the same, then you will know the joy Patrick expressed in the hymn he  
composed, part of which is as follows: 
   I arise today:                 Through the strength of Christ with His Baptism 

Through the strength of His crucifixion with His burial 
Through the strength of His resurrection with His ascension 

Through the strength of His descent for the judgment of doom 
   I arise today:                        Through God’s Strength to pilot me 

God’s might to uphold me 
God’s wisdom to guide me 

God’s eye to look before me  
God’s ear to hear me 

God’s word to speak for me 
God’s shield to protect me 

Against snares of devils 
Against temptations of vices 
Against inclinations of nature  

Against everyone who shall wish me ill 
Afar and anear 

Alone and in a crowd 
Christ to protect me today against poison, against burning, against drowning, against wounding so 

that there may come abundance of reward. 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,  
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,  

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,  
Christ where I lie, Christ where I sit, Christ where I arise,  

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,  
Christ in the heart of man who speaks of me, 

Christ in every eye that sees me,  
Christ in every ear that hears me 
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    I Arise Today 
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity 

Through belief in the threeness 
Through confession of the oneness towards the Creator 

 
Salvation is of the Lord 
Salvation is of the Lord 
Salvation is of Christ 

May Thy salvation, O Lord, be ever with us.  
 

The Pope on Social Networking  
theatlanticwire.com January 24, 2012 

by Dino Grandoni (First part of article and pope’s comments are shown here    
   Normally we don’t take advice on social media from 84–year-old priests, but let’s hear Pope Benedict 
XVI out on this one. In today’s annual message on communications, the Pope says that people today are  
being overstimulated by Twitter, Google, Facebook and other various Internet things, citing the need for 
some quiet time among all that online chatter.  

(Pope’s comments) 
   Search engines and social networks have become the starting point of communication for many people 
who are seeking advice, ideas, information and answers. In our time, the internet is becoming ever more a 
forum for questions and answers— indeed,  people today are frequently bombarded with answers to  
questions they have never asked and to needs of which they were unaware. If we are to recognize and focus 
upon the truly important questions, then silence is a precious commodity that enables us to exercise proper 
discernment in the face of the surcharge of stimuli and data that we receive.  

   Editor’s Comments:  The Pope is wanting people to not 
receive answers to questions that they haven’t asked. If 
you read the testimonies that we have in tract form, you 
will see that many of the authors have been saved as a re-
sult of reading God’s Word and their trying to answer 
the questions that came as a result. One of the things we 
are trying to do at The Conversion Center is to make our 
material available not only on our website 
(theconversioncenter.us) but also in our smartphone  
application and lastly in the tracts and booklets that we 
print. We desire to put the truth out there so that we 

CAN answer questions that people have never had about their eternal destiny and the once-for-all 
salvation that Christ has provided. It is our desire to make the souls in Romanism realize their  
pressing need for a personal and permanent relationship with God as their one and only Father. It is 
our vision to get these questions asked and answered; this need turned over to a God whose Word 
says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  
(Phillipians 4:19) Our main goal is to get the sinner to “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) While we know that there is much on the internet that isn’t true or 
uplifting, we should always use God and His word as our measuring stick on whether something is 
true or not.  Here is a verse that I often start off my messages with to show how we determine truth. 
“God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar.” (Romans 3:4a) One last Scripture for this 
topic, “Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me.” (John 5:39) Use God’s Word for the standard of what is right and what is wrong.  
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The Mass is a Sacrifice?  
Taken from The Reformer Jan/Feb 2012 with permission 

#7 In A series of 10 essays from Rev. J. Preston, a former Catholic Priest 
 
  The Roman Catholic Church asserts that the Mass is a Sacrifice– the representation and  
perpetuation of the Sacrifice of the Cross. 
   “In the Sacrifice of the Mass we are not merely reminded of the Sacrifice of the Cross in a symbolic 
form. On the contrary, the Sacrifice of Calvary, as a great supra-temporal reality, enters into the im-
mediate present. Space and time are abolished. The same Jesus is here present who died on the 
Cross.. So Holy Mass is a tremendously real experience, the experience of the reality of Golgotha”- 
Karl Adam, in The Spirit of Catholicism 
 
  The Second Vatican Council in its Dogmatic Constitution On The Church, spoke of the Eucharistic 
sacrifice as “the source as well as the crown of the entire Christian life”, and declares that “By the  
sacred power he possesses, the ministerial priest.. acting in the person of Christ.. effects the Eucharis-
tic sacrifice and offers it to God in the name of the entire People of God.” (Section 10) 
 
  The Roman Church not only defines the fact of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, she also 
defines the way in which that Presence is brought about. The Council of Trent re-affirmed the 
Church’s teaching (repudiated by the Reformers) that: “by the consecration of bread and wine there 
takes place a change of the entire substance of bread into the substance of the Body of Christ Our 
Lord, and of the entire substance of wine into the substance of His Blood. This change is by the Holy 
Catholic Church aptly and accurately termed Transubstantiation.” 
 
   In opposition to the teaching of the Protestant Reformers, the Council of Trent framed this canon: 
“If anyone deny that the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist contains truly, really and substantially the 
body and blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ and consequently Christ 
whole and entire— but shall assert that it contains only a sign or figure or power of Christ; let him be 
anathema.” 
   
  We would ask any Roman Catholic– Is this what God intended? 
 
   Is it the will of God, revealed in Holy Scripture, that His well-beloved Son should be so sacrificed 
afresh by the priest every time a Mass is offered? 
 
   We would ask them to read the New Testament for themselves to see of this is so or not. We would 
ask them to turn to 1Corinthians 5:7 and read Paul’s simple statement— “For even Christ our Pass-
over is sacrificed for us..” We would agree on the truth of this statement, but it does not say that the 
sacrifice should be repeated. We might read the next verse and continue our inquiry in the spirit of 
Paul’s words— “Therefore let us keep the feast.. with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”— 
with sincerity and truth.  
 
   Hebrews chapters 5 and 7 tell of Christ’s priesthood. God made him “a priest for ever after the or-
der of Melchisedec”. These passages reiterate that Jesus is the unique Priest who “continueth ever, 
hath and unchangeable priesthood.” (Hebrews 7:24) “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him,”  (Hebrews 7:25). He was “Who needeth not daily, as those  
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high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, 
when he offered up himself.” (Hebrews 7:27) 
 
   Paul clearly contrasts the priesthood of Jesus with all other priesthoods. Their sacrifices were repeated 
daily; but He was “once for all”— “but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son who 
is consecrated for evermore.” Hebrews 7:28 
 
Paul continued this thought in Hebrews 9:24-28— “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made 
with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us: Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year 
with blood of others; For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once 
in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” 
 
   This clearly teaches that Christ’s sacrifice is never to be repeated. Obviously God did not intend the 
Church to be perpetually immolating His Son in the Sacrifice of the Mass, as further taught in Hebrews— 
 
  “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all.” (Hebrews 10:10) 
 
  “But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of 
God;” (Hebrews 10:12) 
 
   “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” (Hebrews 10:14) 
 
   The Holy Spirit declares in the Word of God more than eight times that the sacrifice of the Cross not to 
be repeated! 

 
We thank the Editor of The Reformer, Dr. Scott Pearson 
for letting us use any of the materials that The Protestant 
Alliance prints and publishes. At The Conversion Center, 
we have some tracts in reference to the Mass; The Mass, 
Sacrifice or Sacrilege (by Alex Dunlap), Transubstantia-
tion (By Donald Maconaghie) and Roman Catholicism 
Versus Fundamental Bible Christianity. Remember that 
Jesus said in the institution of the Lord’s Supper, or Com-
munion, “This do ye in Remembrance of Me.” Christ’s 
sacrifice was a one time perfect sacrifice for your sins and 
for mine. Remember the last words of our Lord on the 
Cross, “It is finished”. We can be thankful for the gift of 
salvation, so rich and so free. As the songwriter said;   
    It is finshed, the battle is over,  
    It is finishd, there’ll be no more war, 
    It is finished, the end of the conflict,  
    It is finished and Jesus is Lord.  
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    Letter From The Desk of the Editor 
 
    Dear Friends of The Conversion Center, 
  This has been a very productive time at The Conversion  
Center. I want to spend the next few minutes of your time to 
update you on some of the happenings and changes.  
  As I mentioned last time, the office has moved from Ra-
leigh, NC and is settled in here in Hagerstown, MD. With that 
in mind, the phone numbers used in Raleigh are no longer 

valid for reaching us. Our phone number is 301-790-2593. Feel free to call us to order tracts or books, 
ask  
questions or give us prayer requests. If I am not in the office, feel free to leave a message. Also, our 
P.O. Box in Raleigh is no longer open so please send all correspondence and support to our address in 
Hagerstown, Md. That address is P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, MD. 21741  If you were to send a letter to 
the old P.O. Box, it would be at least 2 weeks before it arrived here, providing the forwarding system 
worked without  error. So please send all of your correspondence to the Hagerstown address. You are 
also welcome to email me at mreno@theconversioncenter.com 

Tracts and Smartphone App 

   We have re-printed another tract, “We Were Religious But Lost”. It is the story of a couple who were 
both raised Roman Catholic and how they came to be saved. Right now we are getting ready to print  
another of our tracts “Roman Catholicism vs. Fundamental Bible Christianity” as soon as we receive 
the funding. This tract was the idea behind our smartphone application.  
   Since our last Gospel Catholic, we have received approval on the I-store for our application. Cur-
rently you can order the application on your Android phones and tablets, I-Pad and I-Phones, and Lord 
willing the Blackberry tablet will be functional by the time you receive this. We are hearing that this is 
a  
wonderful witnessing tool and a real reminder of the differences between what Rome teaches and what 
the Bible says. Please download it and leave comments and ratings to let us know what you think.  

Credit Cards 

  We have also set up a system where we can accept payment or donations via credit card. We had a  
request for someone who wanted to make his donation via credit card every month so we have estab-
lished a system where we can do that. If you would like to order tracts or literature, you can now pay 
with your credit card as well as sending a check. If you wanted to have a certain amount taken auto-
matically each month for your convenience, we would also be able to help you with that. The company 
who does the billing (Squareup) offers to send receipts to the cardholder via text message or email so 
let us know which you would like to receive. This is in addition to the tax receipt that you receive from 
us for donations.  

Priests and Nuns 
   One of the ministries of The Conversion Center in years past has been the helping of priests and nuns 
who have been saved and want to leave the Roman Catholic Church. We have helped a converted 
priest in New York City in recent times with financial help but have not had many instances of priests 
and nuns leaving to cross our path. I have received word of a nun who has been saved and is making 
plans to leave the church. Keep in mind that these dear souls have taken a vow of poverty and have no 
earthly  
possessions to speak of. We are wanting to re-establish this aspect of our ministry by helping priests 
and nuns by arranging housing and helping them to get job skills to be able to support themselves. 
Please pray for us as we will be limited in how much we can help by the amount of resources we have 
on hand. If you would like to contribute to this cause, please mark your contribution “Priests and 
Nuns” and we will see that it is used for this purpose. 
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Visiting Churches   
Also, I have been trying to get into various churches, Christian Schools and Bible conferences to tell 
other believers about our ministry. Since the last Gospel Catholic, I have spoken in MD, WI, IL, and 
Ohio. I am planning various trips this year to the Southeast, Midwest, New England and to the Philadel-
phia– New York area. If you would like me to come present our ministry and speak on Roman Catholi-
cism, please have your pastor contact me and I will be happy to make arrangements to come. One of the 
most rewarding aspects of our ministry is travelling to various congregations and meeting our spiritual 
brothers and sisters and meeting those who have been saved out of Catholicism. I would love to come 
and meet each and every one of you.  

Book Offer 
   This Gospel Catholic, the booklet that we are offering is called “The World’s Greatest Text” by Dr. 
Ray Bearden. The booklet is an in depth look at the world’s most well known and famous Bible verse, 
John 3:16. Dr. Bearden has been a close family friend for many years and also a friend to The Conver-
sion Center. He was the one who was preaching the night my brother, John, was saved in a campmeeting 
in Georgia. He also is the same man who was preaching when I was saved in my home church and it was 
under his preaching at our Missions Conference that I realized that God had called me into the ministry. I 
think that you will greatly enjoy the booklet and we hope that you will learn much from it.  

    Prayer Requests 
  I would like to leave you with some prayer request before I go. 1. Please pray for the support of The  
Conversion Center. In the last years, some of our faithful supporters have been promoted to Heaven and 
while we are thankful on their behalf, it has left the ministry with some real financial needs. 2. Please 
pray for our personal support. One year ago, I left my position at a school for juvenile delinquents to be-
come the full-time Director. My wife and I have taken this step by faith and we would appreciate your 
prayers on our behalf in this matter. 3. Please pray for my family. Our little daughter turns 1 February 
21st and our son turns 4 March 4th. It is a challenge for me to be gone as much as I am and we appreci-
ate your praying for my wife (Rachel), son (Stephen) and daughter (Katie). I am very thankful for a wife 
and family that is supportive of the ministry and they can use your prayer on their behalf. 4. Please pray 
for the literature aspect of our ministry. Some of our tracts are out of print and I am trying to determine 
which ones to reprint, which ones to rewrite (some have statistics 35 years old, etc) and which ones to let 
go. 5. Please pray for the salvation of one priest and one nun. We are desirous of seeing these poor souls 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”. We are praying specifically for one 
priest and one nun. When God answers, we will pray for yet another priest and another nun. Also, please 
pray for the various Catholic family, friends, co-workers and neighbors that you have. If you would like 
us to pray with you, contact us with the name and we will pray with you for their soul. We won’t publish 
the name to embarrass anyone but we will pray for them. Our board members receive a monthly prayer 
letter from me and I will be happy to add your loved one to the letter.  

Conclusion 
   Thank you so much for taking the time to read this Gospel Catholic. We hope that it has been informa-
tional as well as motivating to you in the reaching of lost souls. I am constantly reminded in the news 
and in  
personal examples that we aren’t guaranteed tomorrow. We never know when we will not have any more 
opportunity to witness to that dear one who is closest to eternity. Take advantage of the time you do 
have. I want to close with this poem:  

Only one life, yes only one, Soon will its fleeting hours be done; 
Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, And stand before His Judgment seat; 

Only one life,’ twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.  
 

Yours for the Kingdom,  
                                                                                         Mark T. Reno 
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God’s Word, the Bible, Tells We Need To Be Saved 
 “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Matthew 18:11 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 “Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3 
Even Religious Works Cannot Bring Salvation 
 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
 He saved us.” Titus 3:5 
 “…not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:9 
 “   all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 
 “   This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.”  John 6:29 
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salvation 
 “Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24 
 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.”  John 14:6 
We Must Accept Christ To Be Saved 
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
 in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16 
 “He that believeth on Him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already 
 because he hath not believed…..”  John 3:18 
 “…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”  John 6:37 
We Are Saved By Faith Alone 
 “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”    
          Rom.3:28 

“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ…for by the 
works of the law shall no flesh be justified. Galatians 2:16. 
 

 
 
  

HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and all-sufficient Savior? If not, 
you are invited to trust Him NOW. Then unite with a Christ-centered, Bible teaching, Missionary-minded, Sepa-

rated, Fundamental and Protestant, and New Testament Christian Church. 
*************** 

 
 

THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC. 
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission 

  
THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publication of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be 

mailed to you free and postage paid upon request. Free tract samples and a list of  
available publications will also be mailed upon request. 

 
HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program?
 HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your Will? 
 
FOUNDER – Rev. Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark Reno, Director; Ed Cameron, Chairman: 
Dr. Leon Grove; Dennis Kennedy, Jami Clay, Patricia Maconaghie and Pastors: Dr. Bruce Kohler; Paul Reno and 
Dr. Tim Rabon. 
 
International Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384 
                                                 Telephone (301) 790-2593          
          Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com 
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